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Enter me in the July 25, 2008
drawing for a 

$100.00 Visa Gift Card

PLEASE PRINT

Name_________________________________

Account #_____________________________

Return to CPECU

Enter me in the August 20, 2008
drawing for a 

Zoo Pass (family of 4)

PLEASE PRINT

Name_________________________________

Account #_____________________________

Return to CPECU

Enter me in the September 19, 2008
drawing for a 

$100.00 Best Buy Gift Card

PLEASE PRINT

Name_________________________________

Account #_____________________________

Return to CPECU

Member Appreciation Days
We are celebrating our 80h Anniversary with food, door prizes and gifts.  So “come on down” on the following dates to
help us celebrate:

July 25th- We will have donuts and coffee from 7:30am to 11:30am.  You will be able to register for a $100.00 Visa
Gift card. The drawing will be held at the end of the day. 

August 20th- We will have pizza and soft drinks from 10:00am to 2:00pm.  You will be able to register for a family
pass to the Cincinnati Zoo.  The drawing will be held at the end of the day.  This would be a good time to bring your
children and grandchildren down to open an account.

September 19th- We will have donuts and coffee from 7:30am to 11:30am.  You will be able to register for door a
$100.00 Best Buy gift card. The drawing will be held at the end of the day.

If you can’t make it down on above dates to celebrate with us use the coupons on the front of the newsletter to enter
our prize drawings. Just mail or bring them to the credit union.  We will call you if you are a winner.

80th Anniversary Member Appreciation Loan Discounts
In celebration of our 80th Anniversary, we want to show our appreciation to our members who have made our credit
union successfully.  If you finance a new or used vehicle during July, August or September we are offering discounts up
to .8% from our current loan rates.  Vehicles include new or used cars, trucks, RV’s, motorcycles, and boats.  The discount
is based on the term of the loan, short term loans earn a higher discount.   

Just purchase your vehicle and have financing approved by the credit union anytime during the third quarter.



Pick a controversial problem in education and suggest a solution

Jacob Power’s Winning Essay
According to assessments of the No Child Left Behind Act, student’s test scores have improved significantly since the program’s
implementation in 2001.  However, these tests only cover math, reading, and science; they are the only subjects with mandatory
testing under the Act.  Other subjects, such as history, physical education, foreign languages, music, and art are being either
significantly downsized or totally cut out of the curricula of public schools nationwide.  Taking three subjects as the sole measures
of learning is a mistake; it leaves students without any study or appreciation of culture or knowledge of history or contemporary
politics.  In addition, curricula are manipulated so that the schools are guaranteed to meet state standards.  

One of the main problems with the No Child Left Behind Act is that teachers are encouraged to teach students only the subjects that
will appear on the standardized test.  So students don’t learn about numerous topics, even in the
tested subjects (math, reading, and science).  Teachers teach to the test instead of giving
students a deeper understanding of the subject (i.e. practical applications of math, uses of
vocabulary).  Students only memorize what will help them on the test, and often they don’t
really understand what they are writing; the students are merely regurgitating what they
memorized.

Along with the lack of understanding, students are not taught important subjects like
history, art, music, and foreign languages.  Studying history helps governments and
leaders avoid making mistakes of the past; it is also important for any future lawyer or
judge, in the form of legal precedent.  Also, studying history naturally includes politics, and
this subject is vital for kids to learn.  One day they will be voting American citizens; how will
they be able to vote for capable leaders if they have no understanding of the American and
international political systems?  Other important subjects are art and music: they help children appreciate our culture, fine arts, and
different international cultures.  Art stimulates creativity, which can be applied to other subjects like writing (English), and can even
help students appreciate history, as many ancient civilizations expressed their own histories and achievements through artwork.
Finally, foreign languages also help students understand different cultures and can even increase their English vocabulary.

These subjects are downplayed or removed from the public school curriculum in order to allow more time for reading, math and
science.  This extra time is intended to help students prepare for the standardized test.  Sometimes, states have gone so far as to
lower their standards and make their tests easier in order to increase their overall test scores.

These are the major flaws in the system laid out by the No Child Left Behind Act; too narrow of a focus in curricula and an incentive
to manipulate state standards and tests in order to show positive results.  Now, the intention of the No Child Left Behind Act was
good.  It does not have to be scrapped in order to remedy this situation.  It simply needs to be amended.  

First, states should be required to test subjects like history and foreign languages.  This would keep the curricula from being too
narrow.  Also, schools should be rewarded for keeping music and art programs; they should receive more money from the federal
government if they sustain these courses and have many students involved.  

As for the tests themselves, the states should make them focused on comprehension and application of the subject matter.  For
example, a reading test should not only ask questions about the functions of particular words or phrases, but should also ask about
the meaning of a passage.  And on a math test, word problems should be added so that students are forced to identify what skills
and equations they need to use for that problem, not just do simple addition, subtraction, etc.  This style of testing would force
teachers to delve into the subject matter and really help kids understand it, instead of teaching to the test.

Public education has been warped into narrow-focused regurgitation of facts and formulas without any real teaching of the meaning
of those facts and formulas.  If we expand the No Child Left Behind Act to include vital subjects like history, art, music, and foreign
languages, and change the testing style, we can truly improve American education to produce more refined and intelligent American
citizens who actually understand the American political system and their role and duty in that system.         

Jacob Powers

Jacob Powers 2008 Scholarship Winner
Jacob Powers is a senior at Covington Latin School, 16 years old and the winner of a $1000 scholarship to Thomas More College.
Jake has a younger brother, Sam and an identical twin brother, Gus (August), who also attends Covington Latin
and will attend Thomas More College in the fall. Jake is the son of William and Margie Powers. William owns William Powers P.S.C.,
a CPA firm. Margie works on the Messenger newspaper of the Diocese of Covington and freelances as a graphic designer.

Jake's grandfather, Joseph Powers, was employed by the Post Office for 34 years. He began his career as a carrier and then was
promoted to a Supervisor where he held positions as a Superintendent and Acting Manger of Finance before his retirement. Jake's
father has been a member for 19 years.

Jake plans to have a double major in history and psychology and his message to all who apply for scholarships is, "Don't wait until
the last minute; start early, have a teacher review your composition and discuss it with you.”

Jake graduated May 24, 2008 with plans to attend Thomas More College in the fall.
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